To complete this assignment:

1. Use this article: http://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/05/us/best-of-friends-worlds-apart.html
2. And use at least two other readings from the following:
· https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-changing-definition-of-african-american-4905887/?all&no-ist
· http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/content/12/3/232s.full
· https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2540882/pdf/bmj00451-0049.pdf


Essay Question

1. In the article “Best of Friends, Worlds Apart,” Cuban immigrant Joel Ruiz “often finds himself caught between two worlds. Whites see him simply as black. African-Americans dismiss him as Cuban. ‘They tell me I’m Hispanic…. He has started to refer to himself as Afro-Cuban.” Why has Ruiz chosen to refer to himself as Afro-Cuban? Why do whites and African Americans respectively see him differently? Be sure to discuss the concepts of race and ethnicity as socially-constructed categories in your response.  Use Ojito and at least two other Unit II readings in your response.

Instructions for Writing the Essay Question (see checklist at the end of this document):
(You will lose points if you fail to follow these instructions)

1. The essay must be word-processed, double-spaced, paginated, no less than 750 words and no more than 850 words.  

2. You must have a separate title page on which you include your name, date, descriptive essay title that clearly indicates the topic, question/prompt number, your section and instructor’s name, and the word count for your essay.  The title page and works cited page text do NOT count towards the word count.

3. Your essay must have a thesis statement and be organized thematically, not by readings.

4. You must answer all parts of the question in order to get full credit for the essay.

5. You can access information about how to properly cite your sources https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

In your essay, you must use specific and substantive examples (through paraphrasing and quotes) from at least three readings.



Take-Home Essay Check List
Before you submit your essay, check off each item to make sure that you have completed all of the requirements of the assignment.  Failure to do each of these things will result in point deductions.

Format:
· Typed and double-spaced
· Paginated
· No less than 750 words and no more than 850 words
· A title page  
· A works cited page

Title Page: You MUST have a title page on which you include all of the following:
· A title that clearly indicates the topic of the essay (Essay #2 or Prompt #2 isn’t enough)
· Your name
· Date
· Word count
· Name of instructor
· Section (letter and section meeting time)
· The prompt you selected  

Sources and Content:
· Use as many sources are as noted in the essay question instructions (at least three readings)
· Sources must be cited in the essay using proper MLA in-text citations

Works Cited Page:
· Include all of the sources used in the essay 
· Use only the MLA style format 



